
B
each

 In
form

ation

For 
u

p
-to-d

ate 
inform

ation 
on 

beach 
cond

itions (closures, vehicle restrictions and
 

piping plover inform
ation), visit our w

ebsite at 
w

w
w

.suffolkcountyny.gov/
parks.

T
he Parks D

epartm
ent reserves the right to 

prohibit vehicle use on portions of C
ounty 

beaches or to close beaches com
pletely d

ue to 
changes 

in 
beach 

cond
itions 

from
 

natu
ral 

occurrences (storm
s, tid

es, etc.) or m
aintenance 

(jetty 
rep

airs, 
d

red
ging 

etc.) 
or 

for 
best 

m
anagem

ent 
of 

its 
land

s 
and

 
natu

ral 
resources.

For M
ore In

form
ation

 C
on

tact:

Suffolk C
ounty P

arks
P.O

. B
ox 144

W
est Sayville, N

Y
  11796-0144

(631) 854-4949

S
u

ffolk
 C

ou
n

ty
P

ip
in

g P
lover S

ites

❃
 T

heod
ore R

oosevelt C
ounty Park - M

ontauk
❃

 R
am

 Island
 C

ounty Park - Shelter Island
❃

 C
ed

ar Point C
ounty Park - E

ast H
am

pton
❃

 N
orthw

est H
arbor C

ounty Park -
   E

ast H
am

pton
❃

 C
lam

 Island
 C

ounty Park - N
oyac

❃
 Shinnecock E

ast C
ounty Park - 

   Southam
pton

❃
 M

eschutt B
each C

ounty Park -
   H

am
pton B

ays
❃

 C
harles F. A

ltenkirch C
ounty Park -

   H
am

pton B
ays

❃
 Peconic D

unes C
ounty Park - Peconic

❃
 G

old
sm

ith Inlet C
ounty Park - Peconic

❃
 C

ed
ar B

each C
ounty Park - Southold

❃
 C

upsogue B
each C

ounty Park -
   W

estham
pton

❃
 Sm

ith Point C
ounty Park - Shirley

❃
 M

cA
llister C

ounty Park - B
elle Terre

❃
 O

ld
 Field

 C
ounty Park - O

ld
 Field

❃
 R

oe A
venue C

ounty Park - E
ast Patchogue

❃
 H

ubbard
 C

ounty Park, Fland
ers

A
 M

E
S

S
A

G
E

 FR
O

M
C

O
U

N
T

Y
 E

X
E

C
U

T
IV

E
S

T
E

V
E

 L
E

V
Y

D
ear Suffolk R

esid
ent:

T
he 

Su
ffolk 

C
ou

nty 
D

ep
artm

ent 
of 

P
arks 

R
ecreation and

 C
onservation m

anages over 48,000 
acres 

of 
parkland

. 
E

ach 
park 

facility 
provid

es 
a 

variety of recreational opportunities and
 its ow

n 
unique setting for all to enjoy.

In ad
d

ition to d
eveloping and

 m
aintaining the 

p
arks 

for 
p

u
blic 

u
se, 

the 
D

ep
artm

ent 
is 

also 
resp

onsible 
for 

recom
m

end
ing, 

institu
ting 

and
 

im
plem

enting program
s to preserve the greenery, 

w
ild

life, natural resources and
 habitats of fish, bird

s 
and

 other anim
als. W

hile every effort is m
ad

e to 
provid

e com
plete access for park visitors, the Parks 

D
ep

artm
ent 

m
u

st 
som

etim
es 

close 
p

ortions 
of 

beaches d
ue to beach cond

itions or for the best 
m

anagem
ent of the land

s and
 natural resources. 

W
hen this occurs, proper notification w

ill be posted
 

at the parks and
 d

aily upd
ates w

ill be provid
ed

 on 
the Park D

epartm
ent’s page of the C

ounty’s w
eb site 

at w
w

w
.su

ffolk
cou

n
tyn

y.gov/p
ark

s.

I invite you to explore and
 enjoy our C

ounty 
Parks. I am

 certain you w
ill agree that they should

 be 
protected

 and
 preserved

 for all future generations.
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E
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W
h

at is a P
ip

in
g P

lover?
T

he piping plover is a sm
all, sand

-colored
 

bird
, sim

ilar to a sand
piper. A

d
ult plovers 

have yellow
-orange legs, a black band

 across 
the forehead

 and
 a black ring around

 the 
base of its neck. T

hey run w
ith short starts 

and
 stops, often near the w

ater’s ed
ge. W

hen 
still, their color allow

s them
 to blend

 into the 
surround

ing outer beach environm
ent. T

his 
cam

ou
flage 

not 
only 

hid
es 

them
 

from
 

pred
ators, but also m

akes them
 less visible to 

w
alkers 

or 
p

eop
le 

in 
vehicles. 

T
hey 

are 
nam

ed
 

for 
their 

sad
 

sou
nd

ing, 
bell-like 

w
histles, w

hich are often heard
 before the 

bird
s are seen.

T
h

reats
Several factors have contributed

 to the 
d

ecline of the Piping Plover along the A
tlantic 

coast:

L
oss 

of 
H

ab
itat 

- 
D

evelopm
ent 

of 
our 

beach areas for com
m

ercial, resid
ential, and

 
recreational use has resulted

 in d
ecreasing 

coastal habitats for plovers.

D
istu

rb
an

ce - Plovers, eggs and
 their young 

are so w
ell cam

ouflaged
 to protect them

selves 
against pred

ators (such as gulls, crow
s and

 
foxes) 

that 
they 

are 
in 

d
anger 

of 
being 

d
isturbed

 or stepped
 on by hum

ans. From
 a 

vehicle, plovers are even less likely to be 
seen.

P
ets - U

nleashed
 and

 unattend
ed

 pets m
ay 

harass bird
s. E

ven w
ell-behaved

 pets w
alking 

close to fenced
 areas w

ill d
isturb plovers, 

and
 

m
ay 

even 
cau

se 
nest 

aband
onm

ent. 
R

em
em

ber, if you bring a pet to a park, they 
m

ust be on a leash no m
ore than 6’ in length 

and
 und

er an ow
ner’s control at all tim

es. 
K

eep them
 aw

ay from
 nesting areas

Trash
 - A

ttracts pred
ators (gulls, crow

s, and
 

B
eh

avior
Piping plovers return to L

ong Island
 in 

M
arch. 

A
fter 

establishing 
territories 

and
  

courting, a pair w
ill form

 a nest (usually a 
d

epression in the sand
), som

etim
es, lined

 
w

ith shells or pebbles. Typically four eggs 
are laid

 and
 usually hatch around

 25 d
ays 

later. 
Follow

ing 
their 

parents, 
chicks 

w
ill 

feed
 along the shoreline. C

hicks fly in 30 
d

ays. If a nest fails , plovers m
ay renest. T

he 
sooner the bird

s nest successfully, the sooner 
fences 

can 
be 

rem
oved

 
and

 
the 

beaches 
re-opened

. A
d

ult bird
s w

hich appear injured
 

are likely using their “broken-w
ing” d

isplay 
(see picture below

) to lure you from
 their 

nest. 
If 

you
 

see 
this, 

im
m

ed
iately 

w
alk 

tow
ard

s the w
ater.

W
h

at can
 you

 d
o?

A
s hard

 as w
e try, Suffolk C

ounty Parks 
cannot protect the Piping Plover alone. Your 
assistance 

is 
essential 

if 
w

e 
are 

to 
be 

successful. B
y observing a few

 rules, you can 
not 

only 
p

rotect 
these 

bird
s, 

bu
t 

ensu
re 

future recreational opportunities as w
ell.

√ W
atch for and

 avoid
 “R

estricted
 A

reas.” 
T

hese areas are d
elineated

 w
ith string or 

snow
 fence. W

hen near these areas, w
alk 

alo
n

g
 

th
e 

w
ater’s 

ed
g

e, 
D

O
 N

O
T

 L
O

IT
E

R
.

√ D
o not approach or linger near bird

s or 
nests.

√ K
eep

 
p

ets 
leashed

, 
u

nd
er 

control 
and

 
aw

ay from
 fenced

 areas.

√ If you carry it in, carry it out. K
eep beaches 

clean of all trash.

√ If 
vehicles 

are 
allow

ed
, 

D
R

IV
E

 
V

E
R

Y
 

SL
O

W
LY. Steer clear of fenced

 areas and
 

w
atch carefully for presence of bird

s or 
nests.

√ D
o not d

rive vehicles in areas posted
 “N

o 
V

eh
icles 

A
llow

ed
”. 

T
h

ere 
m

ay 
be 

un-fled
ged

 chicks (chicks that cannot fly) 
in the area.

W
h

at if I see a P
lover?

If you see a Piping Plover sim
ply back 

aw
ay from

 the area. Try not to d
isturb the 

bird
s or nests in any w

ay. If they continue 
“peeping”, you are too close

N
otify park personnel if you spot bird

s 
in an area not id

entified
 as a restricted

 area. 
If 

you
 

see 
bird

s, 
or 

nesting 
areas 

being 
harassed

, or d
isturbed

 by others, notify park 
personnel im

m
ed

iately, or call Park Police at 
(631) 854-1422 or 911.

W
atch

 You
r S

tep
!

Suffolk C
ounty P

arks IS H
elping!

D
ue to d

eclining population, the Piping 
Plover is listed

 as threatened
 and

 protected
 

und
er the E

nd
angered

 Species A
ct.

Suffolk C
ounty P

arks through its E
n-dangered 

Species 
P

rotection 
P

rogram
 

is 
w

orking 
to 

protect nesting areas and
 bird

s.
Park Plover m

onitors locate and
 install 

fences 
and

 
signs 

near 
nesting 

areas. 
In 

ad
d

ition, w
e offer guid

ed
 nature w

alks, talks 
and

 literature to ed
ucate our beachgoers.

foxes) w
ho, in turn w

ill prey on the bird
s. 

L
end

 A
 H

and
! Pick-up trash.

T
hank you.
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